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Foundation’s “practical research” gains credibility

This was the message that came
out of the second annual confer-
ence on teacher research hosted by
the Dr. Stirling McDowell
Foundation for Research into
Teaching and Learning on
November 29-30, 1996.

To the 117 conference partici-
pants it was a sense that now, in
late-1996 -- five years after its incep-
tion, after funding 31 ambitious
classroom-based instructional
research projects, and after host-
ing two successful conferences for
in-depth exchange on the topic --
the “learning from practice” credo
championed by the McDowell
Foundation has shifted from fringe

status, to become an accepted
means of gaining legitimate,
research-based insights into how
to improve teaching and learning
for children.

Keynote speaker, Dr. George
Falk, himself a McDowell
Foundation researcher, stated that
people are coming to see that class-
room-based research not only has
the value of usually leading to a
practical applicability in schools,
but it also makes the initial selec-
tion of topics to research much
more relevant for educators.
“Research led by or involving teach-
ers will ensure that the issues that
are important are addressed,” he

An “Inner Circle” discussion of collaborative research takes place at the 1996
Learning from Practice Exchange of Teacher Knowledge and Research.
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said. Falk said it's high time for this
change giving credibility to teach-
ers’ views on research.

Closing speaker, Dr. David
Friesen, a University of Regina pro-
fessor said that since the 1700's
“all knowledge was based on sci-
entific rationality -- so theory
became divorced from, and ‘supe-
rior’ to practice.” Using a canoe-trip

metaphor, Friesen said you could
stand on the bank and tell some-
one how to canoe, or you could get
in and together assess how best to
navigate. He credits the McDowvell
Foundation with fostering this ben-
eficial kind of breaking down of bar-
riers between school-based and
university-based educators.

The conference featured 20 work-

shop sessions with McDowell-fund-
ed researchers, and promoted infor-
mation-sharing. The Foundation was
roundly praised for, as teacher Jane
Macleod said, giving teachers cru-
cial recognition that they have some-
thing valuable to contribute. It says,
“Go for it!""[]

(as reported in December 11, 1996 issue
of The Saskatchewan Educator)

Participants in “Teacher Mentors: Teachers in
Conversations” project.

presentation.

Fred Herron and Stirling McDowell enjoy a

George Falk, McDowell Foundation researcher and Special
Education Coordinator, Region Ill, Department of
Education—Keynote Speaker

materials.

Conference participant Adrian Blunt who is also a Project Review
Committee member views research project reports and display



Administration
and Finance

Meetings of the Board of
Directors and the Advisory Board
were held this Fall. The program
of activities for 1996-97 was
approved and the Annual Report
and audited financial statements
were received. Copies of these
documents are available upon
request. The Board approved
$50,000 for research projects in
1997 and the call for proposals
closes on March 31, 1997.

Members of the
Board of Directors include:

Alice Andreas
Rex Beaton

Don Black
Ingrid Gabert
Verna Gallén
Fred Herron
Doreen Lloyd
Carol Moen
Rita Priestley
Earle Robertson
Harold Schultz
Joan Smith
Gordon Tamblyn
Boyd Taylor

Members of the
Advisory Board include:

David Bale
Marie Bandet-Prebushewski
Robert Devrome
Verna Gallén
George Georget
Don Hoium
Marilyn Keerak
Margaret Lipp
Larry Lozinski
Brian Noonan
Eileen Reimche
Alice Risling
Ruth Robillard
Sam Robinson
Harold Schultz
Maxine Wiebe
Meryl Wood

Public Relations and Fundraising

Efforts to publicize the
Foundation continues in a number
of ways. A story will be featured
in the January, 1997 issue of the
STF Bulletin. A number of teach-
ers’ conventions have requested
speakers and a presentation is
being planned for the Rural
Education Congress in February.
Meetings with other teacher groups
are held throughout the year.
Communications are also main-
tained with Special Subject
Councils, Local Teacher Associ-
ations, and the Superannuated
Teachers’ Society.

Fundraising efforts continue
with formal requests to a number
of corporations, business and gov-
ernment. There is a concern that
income may fall off somewhat next
year as a number of the five-year
pledges are completed. Hopefully
there will be renewal of giving by
many of the previous donors. We
are seeing an increase in the num-
ber of teachers availing themselves
of the payroll deduction option, but

The Financial Picture

increased collective action is need-
ed. A number of gits in memory
have been received and it is hoped
that this trend will continue.
Planned giving is an approach that
requires more publicity in order to
reach those people who are inter-
ested in making charitable dona-
tions though gifts of will, estate or
life insurance. The fund has recent-
ly exceeded the $850,000 mark in
gifts and pledges. The goal of $1.5
million is achievable as support for
the Foundation gains some
momentum. A fund of that level
is needed in order to meet the grow-
ing requests for research projects.

Special thanks go out to all
donors, your continuing support is
appreciated and necessary. Best
wishes for a healthy and prosper-
ous New Year!!

Sincerely,

Harold Schultz
Coordinator

Teachers, Superannuates
Partners

Educational Organizations
Corporations/Foundations
Small Business/Organizations
No Information

Totals

Donations Analysis by Tracks
July 1, 1991 to December 31, 199

Total Gifts Number of
and Pledges Pledges
$239,972.41 1037
$173,055.43 98
$ 58,339.54 28
$385,920.00 23
$ 260.00 4
$ 2,010.00 33
$859,557.38 1223




List of McDowell Foundation Research

Project #1

Project #2

Project #3

Project #4

Project #5

Project #7

Project #8

Project #9

Project #10

Project #11

Project #12

Project #13

Project #15

Project #16

Project #19

Research Projects Published, Results Available

Collaborative Action Research into Primary Mathematics Using a Manipulative
Approach. Lillian Forsythe and Vi Maeers. Video and Report.

Organizational Learning for School Effectiveness. Coral Mitchell, Irene Friesen,
Joel Nostbakken and Crystal Torgunrud. Handbook.

Initial Perceptions of an Alternate School Year Pilot. Philip Anton. M.Ed
Thesis.

Planning Integrated Thematic Units of Study. Laura Kroeger. Teaching
Material.

Supporting Literacy in Cross-Cultural Classrooms. Angela Ward and Linda
Wason- Ellam. Report.

Northern Aboriginal Teachers’ Voices. David Friesen and Jeff Orr. Report.

Aboriginal Students’ Writings. Lucy Howes, Sheryl Detchon, Sandra Harris
and Bernice Odeen. Report.

Using Videotape to Improve the Social Skills of Children with Moderate Cognitive
Challenges. George Falk and Faithe Daniels. Report.

Adolescent Girls and Classroom Discourse. Heather Blair, Agnes Rolheiser
and Susan Reschny. Report.

Teaching Ecologically. Tim Molnar. Report.

Implementation of “A School-Based Anti-Violence Program”. Brenda Tenold-
Phillips. Report.

Urban Aboriginal Students and ESL. John Taras. Report.

Collaborative Action Research Investigating the Impact of an Experiential
Learning Environment on Secondary Students. Janice Hendry and Beth
Warkentin. Video and Report.

Two Teachers' Classroom Practise of Gender Equity. JoAnn Bergsma, Gillian
Francis and Lorraine Cathro. Report.

Sexual Victimization: Prevention and Support Strategies for Teachers to Use
when Teaching Children and Adolescents with Mental Retardation. Roberta
Shinske. Handbook.




Project #6

Project #14

Project #18

Project #20

Project #21

Project #22

Project #23

Project #24

Project #25

Project #26

Project #27

Project #28

Project #29

Project #30

Project #31

Project #32

Research in Progress, Results Not Yet Available

A Process Approach to Reading and Writing: Ten Student Journeys. Tim
Caleval and Ted Green.

Closing the Gap: Addressing the Attitudes and Experiences of Young Women
in Physical Education Classes. Patti Avery, Tammy Goddard and Louise
Humbert.

Strategic Learning in Middle Years Basic Skills. Connie Tenaski, Kevin
Luchyshyn, Joann Simon, Stewart Forrester, Randy Randhawa, and Brian
Noonan.

Hearing From Our Kids: An Environmental Study. Lorraine Stephanson and
Louise Jones.

A “Control Theory” Approach to Student Management. Vincent Massey School
Staff.

The Development of Collegiality in Specialized Educational Programs. David
Forbes, Kit Loewen, Sue Kargut, Dennis Flaherty, Katherine Flaherty, Alicia
Klopoushak, Sue Brooks and Lorraine Stephanson.

It's What's Inside That Counts: Tools for Life. Roberta Amos, Bev
Podborochynski, Michael Gatin, Charlene Hickie, Paul Watson, Susan Glass
and Elaine Beres.

The Pedagogical and Practical Implications of Using More Children’s Literature
in the Elementary Curriculum at Perdue School. Jessica Latshaw, Joanne
Barber, Bill Defoe, Glenda Huynink, Brenda Kelly and Donna McTavish.

A Collaborative Action Research Study of the Grade 4 Arts Education
Curriculum. Melanie Little, Jeannette Revet and Lynda Patterson.

Realizing Educational Potential Through Collaboration: Case Studies of Inner-
City Classrooms. David Friesen, Sandra Finney and Caroline Krentz.

Education Beyond Traditional Classroom Walls: Voices from the Valley. Twila
Wilson, Nancy Morrell and Nick Forsberg.

Teacher Mentors: Teachers in Conversations. Linda Wason-Ellam, Lynn
Fraser, Cort Dogniez, Donna Heimbecker, Ann Tracey, Teresa Mudrik, Leo
Yahyahkeekoot, Angela Ward and Karla Williamson.

Improving Self-Esteem. Majella Gareau, Mary Koenig, Linda Cairns and Eric
Harder.

“Welcoming Back the Wilderness”: Impact of a School Naturalization Project
Upon a School and Its Community. Gary Pennington and Aline Wilkie.

Examination of Consensual Decision Making in a Restructuring Environment.
Jayne Hudson.

Literature Circles. Gail McKenzie-Wilcox.
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Bud R. A. Stilling
Violet Ada L Stilling
Helen Maxine Stinka
Eric Streeton

Peter E Stroh

Denys L Stubbins
Karen Cecilia Studlin
Elaine J Sturby

Pat Sundelin

Lillian Forsythe works on math with her students.

Superannuated
Teachers of Sask

Regina Chapter
Superannuated
Teachers of Sask

Robert J. Sutherland

Sutherland's 9th Ave.
Drugs

Martha Swanson

Swift Current City T.A.

Michael J Swityk

Beverly Kim Tadei

Harold Tadei

Gordon S Tamblyn

Boyd Taylor

James Mark Taylor

¢/0 J. Nahachewsky
Teachers College
Reunion

Teachers Credit Union

Arthur Tegart

Carol Teichrob

Connie M Tenaski

Kathie Tenold

Brenda L Tenold-
Phillips

Ramakant D. Thakker

Elaine K Theis

Elizabeth Thiele

Douglas J Third

Alma Thompson

Arvid O Thompson

Carol J. Thompson

Glen B Thompson

Hugh R. Thompson

Edythe Thomsen

Cindy Amelia
Thomson

Ella Tice

Tisdale Teachers'
Association

Gwyneth A Topping

Marjorie Torgunrud

Lillian M. Torkelson

Dorothy Tovell

Doris Town

Gladys Towriss

Ann Tracey

Nestor L Trach

William Trafananko

Melville Tripp

Bill Troupe

Maynard Tupper

Verna Gayleen Turner

Michael Tymchak

Lynda Jean Tysowski

U of R Employees'
Charitable F

Maureen Leslie Ulrich

Verner W Unrau

Brian L Unverricht

St. Ursulas Convent
Ursuline Sisters

Ursulines of St.
Angela's

Michele Ann Vallee

Galen Murray Van
Cleave

Thelma Vanblaricum

Vickers School Staff

Staff Fund Vincent
Massey School

Lyle Vinish

Mary Vinish

Susan L Voitka

Delmer A Wagner

Katherine Wagner

Findlay D Wahl

Galen Wahlmeier

Wakaw Teachers
Association

Lois C Wakeman

James Lloyd Waldner

Jean (Marjorie) Walker

Kimberly Walker

Wilf Walker

Gail Elaine Wall

Loretta Wallace

Matt Wanner

Carol J Ward

Irene (Anne) Warner

Noema R. Wassill

Hughena Watkins

Ethel Watson

Paul Jeffrey Watson

Catherine Weatherby

Arnold Weber

Edward Weber

Vera E. Weddige

Esther E. Weiman

Gunter Weiner

Muriel Welwood

John Welykholowa

Walter Wenaas

Ellen Weston

John Weston

Roy Weston

Kathryn E Whitby

Avon J Whittles

Harold Whyte

Marge Wickenheiser

Leslie Widdifield-
Konkin

Marjorie Wiens

Bruce Wiggins

Reginald Ernest Wihak

Anne-Marie Wilke

Ruth M Wilke

Douglas E Willard

Frank M Willems

William M. Mercer Ltd.

Richard Allen Wills

Elizabeth Willway

Doris Audrey Wilson

Guy Wilson

Phyllis A Wilson

Robert A Wilson

Peter J. Wlasichuk

Yvette Wojcik

Nina Wood

Susan M. Wood

Wood Gundy
Charitable Found.

Brian J Wooff

Robert Spencer Wooff

Craik A Wotherspoon

Cliff Wright

Dorothy M. Wright

A. Wray Wylie

Florence Wylie

Eileen Yaxley

Tim Yee

Mary Yemen

Anne Floreen York

Wanda Young

Yukon Teachers'
Association

Gladys M. Zabolotney

Mary Ann Zakreski

Natalie Zealand

Lawrence A Zemlak

David Zerr

Ruth E Zuk

Aline Zunti

Gladys Zurif

Katherine A van der
Wal



